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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The

clerk will call the roll.
The bill clerk proceeded to call the

roll.
Mr. FORD. Mr. President, I ask unan-

imous consent that the call for the
quorum be dispensed with.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. FORD. I understand there are 14
minutes left on this side.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. There
are 131⁄2 minutes left.

Mr. FORD. So, 131⁄2 minutes. I yield
myself as much time as I might use.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Kentucky.
f

EDUCATION IN AMERICA

Mr. FORD. Coming from Kentucky,
and I guess in some other States, we
have heard about midnight conversions
or death-bed conversions. ‘‘I’ve seen
the light. Everything’s going to be all
right.’’ Lo and behold, we found for a
long time that this side of the aisle has
been pushing for additional funding for
education. And I read in the morning
paper where there was a midnight con-
version. Somebody has been reading
the polls.

For the first time in a Presidential
campaign, education is No. 1—No. 1. So
rather than going out with a whimper,
Republicans want to close this session
down with a bang. It is not enough. If
you read the stories in the press, the
Republicans were forced into putting
this money in the budget by Demo-
crats. That is the story. That is the
story.

The midnight conversion was one we
have been pushing hard, trying to get
our amendment up yesterday, were re-
fused, objected to, everything, because
you did not want Democrats to offer
their amendment yesterday. That is
parliamentary procedure. I understand
it. Every Senator in here understands
it. I think the public understood it.

So now the $2.3 billion or whatever
the Republicans tried to put in last
night in their midnight conversion, we
think, is not enough. It should be a lit-
tle over $3 billion. I hope that the Sen-
ate will allow us to vote on that
amendment.

We are getting to a point now where
we cannot get appropriations bills out.
It is not our fault. We are left out. We
have bills that are coming up here that
only the Republicans have dealt with—
Democrats have never been called into
the room. That is the way it has hap-
pened for over 18 months now. Some-
body said, ‘‘Why should Democrats be
in?’’ Some old fellow in the back said,
‘‘Well, a blind hog finds an acorn once
in a while.’’

Maybe, just maybe, they would have
a good idea. A good idea has been edu-
cation. I do not know who said it, but
I want to tell you I will remember it as
long as I live: A cut in education never
heals—a cut in education never heals.
That is what has happened here. The
Republicans cutting education, that

wound will never heal. I do not care
how you try to paint it, how you try to
phrase it in a 30-second ad, how the in-
cumbents and challengers try to play it
back home, that cut that was out there
will never heal. The people will remem-
ber how you wanted to cut education.

Mr. President, I am delighted that
the Republicans were converted last
night. I am glad the death-bed conver-
sion worked because at least we are a
little over $2 billion closer to what the
administration feels and we on this
side feel should be available for edu-
cation. It used to be, and now I think it
is a foregone conclusion, that a high
school education is not enough.

We worked hard in Kentucky with
KET, with the Star Program, to get
KET by television. It worked well.
Practically every State in the Nation
picked up on it, the Star Program, so
that everybody would have an oppor-
tunity, even if they worked, they could
stay at home and get their GED. I do
not know how many tens of thousands
of GED certificates were given as a re-
sult of the Star Program. It all came
from Kentucky educational television.
It was the pilot project that spread
across this country.

Now the President says that 2 years
of college, 2 years of college ought to
be the norm. We hear all about this tax
cut. I do not hear much about it now;
it has kind of faded away—15 percent
tax cut. For an individual making
$200,000, your tax cut at the period of
time proposed in the tax cut is $28,900.
That is annual. That will put 19 stu-
dents through the community college
if my hometown. So we give one indi-
vidual making over $200,000 a year, the
equivalent of giving 19 students their
tuition, getting them through commu-
nity college.

I do not think Government ought to
be in everything. I think they ought to
be out of most things. But we have to
give some leadership, and education is
leadership in this country. The people
understand it, constituents understand
it, and, lo and behold, Republicans
found out about it last night.

So as you read the story where
Democrats forced Republicans to add
over $2 billion in education, that is the
story. They are cutting. The cut in
education never heals, and the cut that
was attempted in education under the
Republican budget, under the Repub-
lican appropriations bill, that cut will
never heal because the people will re-
member what was attempted to do.

Mr. President, I hope we will be able
to bring our amendment up, and we
will be able to offer it as we wanted to
and which we were precluded. When
you ask unanimous consent that your
amendment be brought up and it is ob-
jected to, everybody understands that.
You think it does not resonate beyond
this Chamber? Of course it does. People
that watch C–SPAN understand who is
preventing the amendment to come
forward to improve education, so that
they, being the Republicans, could
make their effort last might and make

some headlines today. Read the story—
the Democrats forced them to do it.
The Democrats forced them to do it.

Mr. President, I am pleased at the
movement in the right direction. I
hope we can do a little bit more so that
those students out there in my State
and your State and other States will
have an opportunity for education and
will not continue to burden the fami-
lies with the borrowing of money and
the struggling in order to see that
their family is educated.

I yield the floor.
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.

INHOFE). The Senator from North Da-
kota.
f

FEDERAL JUDGES

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, let me
take the remaining couple of minutes
of morning business to further amplify
about the number of judges we need
still to clear. We have on this calendar
six judges, four of them appeals judges,
two district court judges. There is
pending in the Judiciary Committee 22
judges, 4 appeals judges, and 17 district
judges. In the last 40 years, Congress
has never adjourned, ever, without con-
firming at least one Federal appellate
court judge, and some are saying that
will happen now. This would be most
unfortunate.

Many of us have sent a letter on Sep-
tember 16 making this point. This con-
firmation process on judges has vir-
tually ground to a halt. That is unfair.
It is unfair to the judges that have
been appointed and are awaiting con-
firmation. It is unfair to the Federal
court system, unfair to the American
people. This is only about politics—
only about politics.

Now, the statistics are quite clear. In
election years previously when we con-
trolled the Senate, we did not do this.
We pushed through a substantial num-
ber of judges. If you compare the num-
bers—I invite anybody to compare the
numbers—what we see this year is a
very few judges confirmed and many
left on the calendar, with some propos-
ing that that is it, we will not have
time to do them, or refuse to do them,
or will not do them. I think that is not
fair to those awaiting confirmation or
to the American people.

We have confirmed fewer than 20 dis-
trict court judges and not a single ap-
pellate judge during this session of
Congress. The number of confirma-
tions—in our letter, we point out—even
in past Presidential election years far
exceeded what we are experiencing
today. For example, the Senate con-
firmed an average of almost 55 Federal
judges, including 10 appellate judges
annually in the years 1980, 1984, 1988,
1992. In each of these years, the Senate
Congress confirmed no fewer than
seven appellate court judges. In our
letter, we write, ‘‘Have circumstances
changed so dramatically that the Sen-
ate would now turn its back on our rich
tradition of bipartisanship in appellate
court confirmations?’’
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